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Funded Early Education 
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The next few pages give information on the types of funded Early Education available at Pre School.

Universal 15 hour funding for 3 and 4 year olds
Who can receive this and when?
All children no matter their family circumstances are entitled to 15 hours funded early education (childcare) from the term after their third birthday up until they start school full time. Eligible working parents are entitled to up to 30 hours funded childcare. 
The table below shows when your child will start their early education:
	Child's 3rd birthday falls between these dates: 
	Term they can receive funded early learning:

	1 September to 31 December
	Spring Term (January)

	1 January to 31 March
	Summer Term (April)

	1 April to 31 August
	Autumn Term (September)



                                  Extended (up to 30 hour funding)
See also the KCC website https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/childcare-and-pre-school/free-childcare/parents-guide-to-30-hours-of-funded-childcare#tab-7
To qualify for 30 hours of free childcare, each parent (or the sole parent in a single parent family) will need to earn on average, the equivalent of 16 hours on the national minimum wage per week and no more than £100,000 per year. A family with an annual household income of £199,999 would be eligible if each parent earns just under £100,000.
Self-employed parents and parents on zero-hour contracts will be eligible if they meet the average earnings threshold.
Parents can still be eligible if they usually work but:
· one or both parents are away from work on statutory sick pay
· one or both parents are on parental, maternity, paternity or adoption leave.
In addition, parents are eligible if 1 parent is employed, but the other:
· has substantial caring responsibilities based on specific benefits for caring
· is disabled or incapacitated based on specific benefits.
Parents who work less than 16 hours a week
Eligibility is based on income earned, not hours worked. If a parent works for less than 16 hours, but in that time, earns more than the equivalent of 16 hours per week at national living wage (or minimum wage for under 25s), they will still be eligible.
All 3- and 4-year-olds and eligible 2 year olds will remain entitled to 15 hours of early education per week during term time, regardless of the employment status of their parent(s).
Check if you are eligible
Use the Childcare Choices website to check if you are eligible for 30 hours of free childcare.This sets out all current and upcoming childcare offers and support available to parents, including:
· Tax-Free Childcare scheme
· 15 and 30 free hours entitlement
· tax credits
· universal credit
· childcare vouchers.
HMRC is responsible for determining who is eligible for the 30-hour offer. Contact HMRC if you have queries about checking your eligibility or if you're experiencing ongoing technical issues by phone on 0300 123 40 97.
If you provide false information about eligibility you can be fined between £300 and £3000.
From 1 September some children in foster care may be eligible for 30 hours however the criteria and the application process are different.

                  Extended (Up to 30 hour funding) at Ditton Church Pre School
 At Ditton Church Pre School we are unable to offer the full 30 hours as we are open for only 24 hours per week. However, where we have spaces available above 15 hours we will accept extra funded hours from eligible families. Our funded hours will be between 9.00 and 12.00 each day and 12.30 to 3.30 on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.
As a registered charity and non profit making business Ditton Church Pre-School aim to deliver high quality childcare and cover our costs to remain sustainable. Like all settings this has been increasingly hard to do over the last few years as our rent has increased, funding for essential (and legally required) staff training has been stopped, national living wage keeps increasing and workplace pensions have been introduced.  As our main income is funding for children’s hours from the local authority and this has not been increased for several years, it is not offsetting the other additional costs just mentioned. We therefore have thought carefully about how best to offer childcare options to cover parent’s needs whilst ensuring our business remains sustainable.
You will see from our Admissions policy that we offer sessions over and above the Universal 15 free hours only when places have been allocated and agreed for both funded and fee paying children.
The funding can be split between other childcare providers, with a maximum of two providers being used in one day. Although Ditton Church Pre-School cannot offer the 30 hours, we will be happy to provide contact details for reputable childminders and other settings in the area.



 What to do if you think you may be eligible for the 30 hours funding

If you think you may be eligible for the additional funding it is your responsibility to apply to be assessed for eligibility.  You can do this through the following link:  www.childcarechoices.gov.uk
You can also find out more about tax free childcare using that link.



Frequently asked questions about Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP) for parents and carers
Q. What is the EYPP?
A It is additional Government funding to enhance your 3 and 4 year old’s 
early education.
Q. Is my child eligible

A. The setting may apply for EYPP if your child is aged 3 or 4 years old, is receiving free early education hours at a nursery, school or childminder setting, and the family are in receipt of one or more of the following benefits:

Economic Criteria – 
Income Support 
Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
Support under part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
Child Tax Credit (provided they are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual net earnings threshold of £7,000) 
Working Tax Credit Run-on (this is paid for 4 weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit) 
Universal Credit 

Other Criteria 
Children who are currently being looked after by a local authority in England or Wales
Children who have left the care of a local authority in England or Wales through
1.an adoption order
2.a special guardianship order  
3.a child arrangement order 


 Your setting will ask you to give permission for your eligibility to be checked when they ask you to complete the parental declaration form for parents wishing to claim Free Early Education for eligible 2, 3 and 4year olds. The form states:
‘I confirm that the details I have supplied are accurate and true. I give permission for the early years provider named in this agreement to complete an application for EYPP on my behalf.’ 
They will complete the online application on your behalf.
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